


December turned out to be a very warm month as we become well
entrenched in the La Niña weather pattern. El Paso Airport easily broke the all
time December monthly average temperature. However many other sites only
approached or slightly bested the all time monthly record. The persistent upper
ridge, which is often associated with the La Niña winter pattern, once again
made it’s appearance. Temperatures basically were above normal for the entire
month excepting a stretch around 6th through 9th, when an upper trough swept
east across the area. This combined with a cold front pushing west through the
area to bring showers on the 6th and 7th, with many places turning to snow on
the 7th.

Turning to precipitation, not surprisingly the bulk of the area was well below
normal with very little rain during the month. The one exception was west
Texas, where both El Paso and Hudspeth Counties tallied above normal rainfall.
This has led to drought concerns as moderate drought conditions have
developed west of the Continental Divide, while east of the Divide, conditions
have fallen into the abnormally dry category (see drought maps below). The
drought is also affecting the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack. Current snow
pack is 50% or less than normal (see snowpack maps below), and likely will not
improve much, if any, the remainder of the winter.
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Cloudcroft Dec 7 light snow
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What is our chance of a white Christmas? On a 

historical basis, not very good.





What is our chance of any measureable snowfall during 

a winter? A fair chance on a historical basis



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? Not 

good. These charts show snow pack is 50% or less than normal



La Niña Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System



La Niña pattern typically means very little in the way of snow fall 

for New Mexico, and that includes the upper Rio Grand River Basin 

of southern Colorado. 



ENSO Forecast from November into 

Late Summer of 2018
ENSO IS AT BEGINNING STAGE OF A LA NIÑA. IT IS LIKELY TO LAST THROUGH LATE 

WINTER; THEN LIKELY BACK TO NEUTRAL BY EARLY SUMMER



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

December 19, 2017 September 26, 2017

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of December 19, 2017





Temperature and precipitation data for December 2017 

in El Paso 

= record



2017 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 



















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

Dec 7th 900 AM SIERRA BLANCA-HUDSPETH CO 2.50 INCHES SNOW

Dec 17th 500 PM WHITE SIGNAL-GRANT CO 2.00 INCHES SNOW

Dec 17th 600 PM PINOS ALTOS-GRANT CO 4.00 INCHES SNOW

Dec 17th 605 PM MCKNIGHT CABIN-GRANT CO 5.00 INCHES SNOW





Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/


AUTUMNAL SKIES OVER THE BORDERLAND


